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The panel commended the department for

• sustaining a democratic, scholarly
environment and collegiate culture.

• the reflective, engaged and ambitious
attitude to teaching and learning
perceptible across the department.

• the strong and inclusive leadership and
shared vision that inform decision-making
in the department.

• engaging students in the scholarly
environment in Geography so as to translate
the aspiration of research-led teaching into
a tangible reality

• the detailed articulation of assessment
criteria and clear timelines for feedback 
to students on their academic progress

• the rigour and care shown in developing
reflective and responsive student support

• building partnerships with students to
foster a community for the shared
production of knowledge

• the commitment to the role of fieldwork
within Geography

• a culture of continuous improvement and
constructive engagement with the process
of internal review

• vision in securing resources to provide
sector-leading laboratory facilities

• the excellent quality of the evidence
provided for the review panel through the
self-evaluation document and supporting
materials.

The nature of these Commendations sums
up in so many ways the nature and essence
of the Department of Geography at QMUL. 
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Top marks for learning and teaching 
in the Department of Geography
Paul Trevor Coatsman My East End

Every five years or so, university
departments are subject to an Internal
Review of their practices and
performance in the learning and
teaching of undergraduates and
postgraduates. 

Geography was reviewed last in 2003
and the result was a very strong set of
Commendations. The latest review took
place on 5 March 2010. The external

reviewers were Professor Nick Clifford
(University of Nottingham) and Professor
David Sadler (University of Liverpool). 

Once again, the Department came 
out tops. The following list of eleven
Commendations from the review 
panel reveals the range over which 
the Department performs at the 
highest level.



• consider mechanisms for ensuring high
levels of participation in module evaluation
and effective communication of the
outcomes to students; and 

• continue the programme of reflection and
review of key aspects of curriculum
development and quality enhancement.

These are all important and constructive
suggestions but in raising the issues they do,
they too reveal the strength of teaching and
learning in the Department.

But, of course, not everything is, or could 
be, perfect and the panel also made a
number of Recommendations for continuing
improvement in learning and teaching.

The Panel made seven recommendations,
amongst which were that the Department 
was asked to 

• consider the impact of recent success in
student recruitment and the appropriate
forms of engagement in outreach activities
to sustain the desired balance and diversity
of student intake, and to explore potential
for growth; 

• review its future
strategy for
engagement with
possibilities of and
developments in 
e-learning; 

Top marks for learning and teaching 
in the Department of Geography (cont)
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This issue of eDOG focuses on 
some of the remarkable personal
achievements of the Departmental
programme of teaching and learning.



So how did he get to do all of this?
In his mid to late teens, James decided 
to make a career of his interest in
contemporary music. He had already spent
several years DJing in his home town of
Cambridge and quickly realised that whom
you know rather than what you know is key
to getting into and getting on in the music
business. But typical of much of the
creative economy, this is a career that has
to be made rather than merely followed. 

So, before embarking on a career in the
music business, James decided to pursue a
degree in Geography. Given the niche
economic cluster that is the music business
and the absolute predominance of London
as the place – “the epicentre” as James
puts it – which enables the personal
contacts and face-to-face relationships
through which the business works, he

applied only to universities in London.
Geography was the natural choice of degree
for him as it combines well with Economics,
and QMUL was a clear choice as the BA in
Human Geography enables this
combination of subjects.

As an undergraduate, James took full
advantage of the opportunities to work in
the music business in London – including
periods at Radio 1 and Kiss FM as well as at
Listen Up who offered him a permanent job
on graduation. 

And it goes on. Early this year, James
applied for the prestigious Masters
programme in Music Business at New York
University Steinhardt School of Culture,
Education and Human Development See
http://steinhardt.nyu.edu/music/business/p
rograms/graduate This is, as James says,
“just such an amazing course”. He was
offered a place immediately because of the
experience that he would bring as a
graduate with a wide range of work
experience in the business. Now it’s a
question of finding the cash (a lot!) and
balancing the disadvantages of being out of
a fast-moving business for the two years of
the degree against the advantages of having
a rare and greatly admired graduate degree
in the business in which he has prospered.

One point made in Why do …? is that, in
terms of careers, a degree in Geography
opens many doors but closes very few. Of
course, it is not possible to claim that the
degree determines careers but it is true that
the whole of undergraduate experience –
which certainly includes the complex
learning that takes place in a Geography
degree – reveals multiple possibilities and
provides the confidence to follow those that
really appeal. 

However, it could not have predicted the
remarkable range of careers pursued by
Queen Mary’s Geography graduates. To
take but three …

Music 
James Theaker who
graduated from QMUL
Geography in 2009 is
Head of Specialist 
Radio at Listen Up
(www.listen-up.biz). 

He describes his job as a “Radio Plugger”
working for clients – recording companies
and performers – to bring their music to the
attention of radio producers. Every Saturday
evening (20.00 – 22.00) he also presents
his own show – NME Modified (see
www.nme.com/radio/shows/18) – on NME
Radio. 

As the NME web site puts it:

Music, Markets and Movies
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Decades ago, the Department of Geography published
Why do a Geography degree? as a guide to potential
students. Although now out of date in many respects, 
it is still, amazingly enough, in demand. Perhaps the
underlying message remains valid? 

From DJing across the country at
sweaty student nights, to playing
massive gigs alongside the likes
of Pendulum and Crystal Castles,
James Theaker's been at the
forefront of every party. 

Music

So what happens to graduates of the Department of Geography?



And yet, he must have been able to do the
other things very well too. Monshur
graduated in 2003 with a 2.1 BA degree in
Geography. QMUL was, he says, a place
where he gained “a great deal of inspiration”.
He then went on to complete a PGCE at the
Institute of Education before committing
himself full-time to his long-held passion –
making films.

And the computer room must have been
a great place in which to write scripts.

Immediately after graduating and
a course at Tower Hamlets

Summer University, Monshur
worked as director and screenwriter

on an 8 minute short Once upon a
Guy and a Girl. This was shown at the

National Film Theatre in London
making him the youngest British
Bangladeshi filmmaker to have a film
shown at the NFT. At about the same
time, he also directed and screen wrote
Martilino, a short film about a small-time
gangster which went on to win the Guy
Ritchie Film Competition and was
subsequently remade with funding from
Channel 4. 

Since then, Monshur has written and
directed a feature-length romantic comedy,
Movies, which was released in 2006. The film
chronicles the life of a successful filmmaker
whose commitment to his work leads to the
breakdown of a long-term relationship. 

But his work is diverse and has involved
promotional videos and dramatic

reconstructions with clients
as diverse as

This is Monshur Alam who was an
undergraduate in Geography at QMUL
between 2000 and 2003. But he is not talking
about writing up a tutorial essay or completing
some course work. What he is talking about is
writing film scripts. 
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Music, Markets and Movies (cont)

Monsoon, Labour MP Stephen Timms and
the British Heart Foundation. After his work
as screenwriter for a promo video directed at
raising finance for a feature film (A Boxer),
Monshur was nominated for Business
Week’s Young European Entrepreneur of the
Year 2007. See
http://images.businessweek.com/ss/07/06/0
601_europe_entp/source/15.htm

And on top of all this, in May 2005 he
founded and now continues to direct Film
Skool and its more advanced version Film
Skool Deluxe. This is a guerrilla filmmaking
workshop bringing industry professionals to
work with gifted and talented students from
state and independent schools in London.
Hopefully the computer room at the Film
Skool is as inspirational as that in the
Department of Geography!

“Yeah, funny isn't it? After 4.30pm things became 
very quiet in the computer room, ideal to get down 
and do some work” 

Movies

http://images.businessweek.com/ss/07/06/0601_europe_entp/source/15.htm


He returned to the UK a year or so later
“missing the markets I had frequented in
France and wondering why on earth we put
up with such bland packaged food”. Not
surprisingly, he took an even greater interest
in the quality and politics of food – and
especially from whence it comes. 

His degree in Geography landed him a job as
a trainee information manager in the
Library/Herbarium at Royal Horticultural
Society’s Kew Gardens. He picked up
rudimentary office skills and learnt that email
could be put to better use than student jokes.

More to the point, he found that “lunch
breaks in the Palm House were better than
any staff room, if not a little steamy, and I
learnt a lot about growing food.” 

His interest in good fresh local food
continued to be reinforced and around this
time he discovered that the first farmers’
market had opened in London and took a
part-time job as farmers’ market manager,
eventually moving full time to London
Farmers Markets (LFM) where he is now 
one of the directors. See www.lfm.org.uk

Graduating from QMUL “back in the days
when emails were only just beginning to be
used”, Mark Handley recalls “using them on
campus only for fun, sending rubbish jokes,
nothing academic at all from what I can
remember.” Like many Geography graduates
he headed into the world of work with no
specific career path mapped out but with a
good understanding of what others in the
world of work did. After what he describes as
some “wilderness years” involving music
festivals, snowboarding and traveling, “I
somehow ended up working as groundsman
for a private chateau in the French
Pyrenees.” 

Music, Markets and Movies (cont)
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Markets

Mark Handley

“I always had a passion for cooking and growing food
(inspired by my mum long before Jamie Oliver and
Hugh FWS hit the screens) and so, in order to indulge
my passion further and not to starve, my French
language skills had to improve quickly. I grew the
estate’s food and cooked for the odd dinner party.”



wholesalers and supermarkets. “This”, Mark
insists, “is a vital feature of farmers’ markets.
It is hard work to produce food profitably in
the UK with high overheads. Most of the
farmers I know work exceptionally hard
feeding livestock all day, butchering their 
own meat and then getting up at 4am to
drive to London.”

‘Mark remembers “as a kid, shopping with
my mum and meeting friends in the butchers
or bakers and learning about food. Those
days are long gone but not everyone is happy
with the clinical aisles of the supermarkets or
the isolation of online shopping and

communities. The popularity of farmers’
markets is about food but it’s also about their
sociability, reconnecting Londoners with the
people who grow their food and with their
neighbours whom they get to meet in the
queue at the cheese stall. When does anyone
these days bump into a neighbour in a 24-
hour supermarket? This sociability fosters 
a local distinctiveness which, in a world of
globalisation and clone towns, really makes 
a difference to how we live. Many of our
customers tell us that the markets make
urban living bearable and take trips out to 
the farms for a breath of fresh air.” See
www.commonground.org.uk 

As well as his work with LFM, Mark is also 
a trustee for a charity, Malawi Home Based
Care, which supports and runs palliative 
care programmes in Malawi. “One of its great
achievements” he says, “has been to keep
orphans in their families / local communities
keeping them out of institutions or the hands
of wealthy pop stars!” See
www.malawihbc.org

LFM is hoping to establish a Farmers’ Market
on the QMUL campus later this year “to feed
all those hungry students who might require 
a few cooking lessons. Maybe we can get
Jamie Oliver down to help out!”

LFM is a limited company which is important
for sustainability in the local food sector and
is run along social enterprise principles. It is
self-financed by stall fees which are based on
sales and so does not rely on any subsidies or
grants. “We now operate 17 weekly farmers
markets in London with about 200 food
producers.” 

In order to get a stall, participants in farmers’
markets must grow or make their own food
and this requirement is enforced through
farm inspections etc. Farmers get the full
retail price for their work and cut out

www.geog.qmul.ac.uk eDoG the newsletter of the Department of
Geography, Queen Mary, University of London 06

Music, Markets and Movies (cont)

Markets (cont)

The markets are
“making a real
difference to farmers’
lives – we have saved
many from bankruptcy –
but they really benefit
Londoners with great
food and have real
social benefits”. 



(More) jobs for geographers! …..
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However, while a high-calibre degree puts our
graduates in an excellent position to achieve
their career aspirations, we recognise that this
may not be enough. Having an excellent
degree is a necessary, but not a sufficient
condition for a successful engagement with the
labour market. This is particularly true in the
current economic circumstances. It is for this
reason that the Department is now putting an
extra effort into career-related activities for our
students.

One of the key career events during the
academic year 2009/2010 was the first ‘
Jobs for Geographers’ alumni forum organised
by the Department  in close collaboration with
the QM Careers Service – and, in particular, 
Abi Sharma – and Michael Jones, Geog Soc

President (2009/2010) and other Geog Soc
members.. Nine alumni, former graduates of
QM Geography, generously offered their time
on the evening of 2nd February 2010 to share
their experience and to offer their career advice
to our current students. 

Over 60 students attended the event which
took the form of a ‘speed-meet’, where
students had a chance talk to each of the
alumni in small groups. Both the alumni 
and the students enjoyed the event. It
demonstrated the very strength and flexibility
that a geography degree offers in terms of
employment prospects and that is also borne
out by the careers of the Department’s
graduates highlighted above. 

QM Geography alumni now work in all types 
of high-profile jobs, in both public and private
spheres, from civil service to student unions,
from teaching to surveying, from marketing 
to energy, from infrastructure to accountancy.
Meanwhile, some of our former graduates are
successfully expanding their qualifications
through postgraduate degrees (Masters
courses and PhD programmes) offered 
by the Department and elsewhere. 

In the current economic climate, graduates 
are facing one of the toughest job markets 
on record. Finding the right job in these
circumstances can be a major challenge. 

Indeed, it could be argued that a geography
degree offers a greater flexibility than any 
other when it comes to finding employment.
Doing geography in a top-class Geography
Department like that at QMUL adds a further
competitive edge to our graduates. The three
stories of QMUL Geography graduates above
certainly bear out such claims.

However, it is good to
note that geography
students have a certain
advantage – studying
Geography equips them
with useful knowledge
and transferable skills
that can be applied in 
a range of jobs and
professions. 



It was great to be able to work on campus
again, because, on campus, I was already ‘at
work’. What better location is there? And the
job allowed me to work around my studies. I
entered the job as a junior researcher to
research International Students and part-
time work. In this role I used many of the
research skills that I had learnt and
developed throughout my degree course
(BSc (Econ) Geography and Business
Management. These included conducting
questionnaires, focus groups and telephone
interviews. 

I was left to my own
devices and so had to use
my initiative and make
decisions on the workflow
of the project. 

After the first phase of the project was
complete, I became project manager and
managed a team of four other students. Now I
had to organise a call centre, set deadlines
and meet targets to complete the final phase
of the project. This role illustrated the
importance of transferable skills such 
as communication, organisational and
management skills. To complete the project 
I had to analyse and present my work in a
report for QM Careers Service and other
departments to use. 

I thoroughly enjoyed working at QM Careers
Service and gained invaluable experience
working in a project management role on a

complex research project. It
has given me the

inspiration to pursue
more experience in

research and the
confidence that I
am able to carry
out a research
project
successfully. 

The overwhelming success of the event is
reflected in the following quotes from those
who took part:

Clearly, this was a successful venture. The
first-hand experience from our alumni was
invaluable and we look forward to doing the
same again soon.

Dr Martin Sokol, Department of Geography,
Careers Officer 2009/2010
http://www.geog.qmul.ac.uk/undergraduate/
careers/index.html 

….. and one way of getting
those jobs: do one!
During my first year, writes Roshni Shah, I
worked as a receptionist in QMotion – the
Queen Mary (QMUL) Students‘ Union’s gym.
It was a fun job, but I wanted to gain more
diverse experience so in my second year I
took the opportunity to apply for a research
role at the QM Careers Service, and
thankfully got the job! 

(More) jobs for geographers ….! (cont)
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From the feedback I've had even with
the few people I've talked to since the
event they all found it a hugely positive
experience and very beneficial for their
future plans. It really was a top night
and I hope it starts a tradition of many
similar events for the benefit of the
students here.
Michael Jones, Geography Society President
2009–2010

It was a pleasure to help – I really
enjoyed it.
Erica Pani, PhD researcher, former graduate
of QM Geography

The event was the perfect illustration of
the variety of jobs for which Geography
students are suited, both in areas
directly related to Geography – such 
as Surveying – and unrelated – like
Accountancy. It was fun, informative
and had something for everyone!
Abi Sharma, QM Careers

Working at the Careers
Service was great. My
colleagues were
friendly and
approachable
and they allowed
me to work on
the project in
the way that I
wanted. 

Roshni Shah is a third year undergraduate
student in the Department of Geography

/geography/undergraduate/careers/index.html


range of tasks to earn points. The tasks
included a 14 mile hike across the peaks, a
canoeing challenge and problem solving
exercises. Despite the occasional bout of
exhaustion and cries of “I can’t!”, Team
Geographicool pulled through, leaving the
Lakes with an even stronger bond (still
intact today!)

Elements of our project have proved to be
extremely useful in our everyday lives. Of
particular benefit were the presentations,
which served as educational tools for the
school children but also very much for us.
Presentations are every student’s nemesis,
so having to present on occasion to over
400 expectant faces was nerve-wracking to
say the least! But the sense of achievement
and having overcome such a fear served
only to increase confidence both in
ourselves and in our fellow team-mates. 

The advantages to us of having made these
presentations stretch well beyond our own
pride. Good presentation skills are always
desirable – not least to potential employers
– so to be able to say, without a hint of a lie,

Teams are required to identify a
sustainability issue within their local
community and initiate a project to solve it.
If the prospect of seeing visible
improvements in their community were not
sufficient motivation to succeed, each
member of the winning team is also
guaranteed a place on a polar expedition to
Antarctica.

This expedition, led by the explorer Robert
Swan OBE, is run by the organisation 2041.
2041 is the year that the Environmental
Protocol of the Antarctic Treaty is to be
reviewed. The aim of the charity, which was
founded by Robert Swan, is to protect this
treaty and thus preserve the last great
wilderness on Earth. 

After entering the competition and
successfully reaching the final round,
Queen Mary, University of London’s
representatives, Team Geographicool
(Ginny Benardout, Sophie Webb, Amy
Ennis and Tom Langley), initiated a
recycling scheme within Tower Hamlets.
Local schools were enrolled in a
competition which ran for two weeks. The
school that managed to recycle the most
plastic bottles within this period won
numerous Geographicool prizes, most
notably an adopted polar bear that the
students are able to track online. 

“This project enabled us to overcome 
the challenges posed to us both as a team
and as individuals and has enabled us to
identify our strengths and address our
weaknesses. As well as the competition
itself, all teams reaching the final were
invited to a team-building weekend in the
Lake District where each had to complete a

(More) jobs for geographers ….! (cont)

and another way of getting a job: take the initiative
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Team Geographicool in the npower Future Leaders Challenge
that we have presented to a hall packed of
people is really going to give the members
of Team Geographicool a boost.” 

All the members of Team Geographicool
are third year undergraduates in the
Department of Geography

Editor’s note
Although Team Geographicool was not
chosen as one of the winners of the npower
Future Leaders Challenge, the project had
such an impact upon two members of the
team, Ginny Benardout and Amy Ennis,
that they have now set their own challenge:
to fundraise enough money to travel the
last degree to the South Pole in December
2011. For the expedition, which will be
used to help raise awareness of
environmental issues among school
children, Ginny and Amy need to raise
£76,000. 

All donations to this fund will be very
gratefully received! Please contact 
Ginny or Amy on
ginnyandamyofantarctica@googlemail.com

The npower Future
Leaders Challenge is a
nationwide search for
the UK’s 4 greenest
university students.



Current research in Geography at QMUL
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Linking ecology and geomorphology to rehabilitate UK rivers
Gemma Harvey
Linking ecology and geomorphology to rehabilitate UK rivers
Gemma Harvey

Such failures have occurred partly as a
result of a tendency for practitioners to
focus on engineering desirable channel
and floodplain features, rather than
restoring natural processes. Achieving an
improved understanding of interactions
between physical, chemical and
ecological processes through field
monitoring and assessment is, therefore,
vital to advancing the scientific basis of

Dr Gemma Harvey is Lecturer in Physical
Geography at Queen Mary. She joined the
Department in September 2009 from the
University of Nottingham where she
completed her PhD and undertook post-
doctoral research. Her research interests
focus on the science underpinning river
rehabilitation and management, and the
assessment and management of future
flood risks in UK and in China. Two of 
her current projects seek to explore the
interactions between biotic and abiotic
components of the instream environment
in order to inform successful river
conservation and management in the UK.

Recent decades have seen a growing
awareness of the deleterious impacts of
human activities on river catchments,
leading to the emergence and
development of river rehabilitation 
as a multidisciplinary science and a
widespread management practice. This
has been reinforced by the introduction 
of international legislation such as the EU
Water Framework Directive which requires
member states to achieve ‘good ecological
status’ for inland and coastal water bodies
by 2015. 

river rehabilitation and, hence, improving
the success of rehabilitation projects in
practice. Two current projects are
exploring the interactions between
geomorphological processes and riparian
vegetation (large wood), and aquatic
fauna (invasive signal crayfish) in order 
to inform the scientific basis of river
management and rehabilitation in 
the UK.

River rehabilitation 
is, however, still a
relatively ‘young’
science, and success
rates for rehabilitation
projects remain low,
often reflecting a failure
to deliver measurable
ecological
improvements 
and create resilient,
self-sustaining systems. 

River Bure: rehabilitated section
River Bure: section selected for future rehabilitation



Current research in Geography at QMUL (cont)
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Linking ecology and geomorphology to rehabilitate UK rivers (cont)
A second project, involving collaboration
with colleagues from the University of
Nottingham and WildCRU, University of
Oxford, explores the impact of invasive
signal crayfish on fine sediment dynamics
in rivers through field investigation on the
River Windrush (Oxfordshire, UK). North
American signal crayfish (Pasifastacus
leniusculus) were introduced to Britain in
the 1970s and have rapidly colonised
many UK catchments. Their devastating
impact on populations of the smaller and
less aggressive native white-clawed
crayfish (Austropotamobius pallipes) is
well documented, but their effects on the
physical environment are comparatively
under-researched. Preliminary findings
from the River Windrush indicate that
nocturnal signal crayfish activity
may be associated with increased
frequency of fine sediment
suspension ‘events’.

Large pieces of wood, including entire
fallen trees, are a natural feature of 
many river systems and make a crucial
contribution to the biodiversity of river
systems by modifying flow and
morphology, creating habitats, 
and, potentially, improving chemical
water quality. The award of funding 
from the Hydrogeomorphological and
Biogeochemical Processes research
theme within the Department of
Geography at Queen Mary
(www.geog.qmul.ac.uk/afprg) is currently
supporting the collection of field data at a
rehabilitation site on the upper River Bure
(Norfolk, UK) where the National Trust has
implemented a programme of large wood
reintroductions with the aim of restoring
natural hydrogeomorphological,
biogeochemical and ecological processes.
The research project involves
interdisciplinary collaboration with
colleagues from UCL and the Natural
History Museum and from within the
Geography Department at Queen Mary 
(Dr Kate Heppell and Prof Angela
Gurnell).

Ongoing research
seeks to explore
how such
impacts may
influence
morphology,
water quality and
sediment transfer
both locally and
downstream.

Crayfish burrows, River Windrush Signal crayfish removed from River Windrusha



Current research in Geography at QMUL (cont)
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Kavita Datta, Yara Evans, Joanna Herbert,
Jon May and Cathy McIlwaine – were joined
on the stage by representatives from
migrants’ and community organisations. 

The book exposes London’s dependency on
migrants to service our schools, hospitals,
hotels, offices, stations and universities.
Drawing on interviews with 800 foreign born
workers working in care, cleaning, food
processing, hospitality and construction, it
portrays the ways in which subcontracting
has driven down labour standards, resulting
in a ‘new migrant division of labour’. Fewer
than 7% of the workers interviewed earned

Trade unionists, students, community
organisers, activists and academics
gathered together on Monday 22nd March
to celebrate the launch of Global Cities at
Work, the latest publication emanating from
research completed over recent years from
six members of the Department of
Geography. The book’s authors – Jane Wills,

the London Living Wage (currently £7.60
an hour). These workers’ lives of struggle
were shown to be part of a much bigger
story about London. Changes in labour
standards have impacted on rates of
working poverty, unemployment and the
challenges of community cohesion that
affect us all. 

The Octagon, in the Queens Building at
Queen Mary, offered an apposite space for
the occasion. A remnant of Victorian East
End philanthropy, the building sits at the
heart of the first living wage university
campus in London. The campaign for the
living wage was, in part, a result of the
research undertaken for the book, which
helped to expose the poor working
conditions of cleaners on campus. Its
publication is also timely. In the context of a
recession and the growing visibility of the
far right, the book offers an important
perspective on the contribution that
migrants make to London and the extent to
which we rely on them to clean our
buildings, drive our buses, care for our
elderly and keep the city at work.

Kate Hardy is completing a PhD in the
Department of Geography (see eDoG1) 
and Jane Wills is Professor of Human
Geography at QMUL

The guest speakers
commended the book for
drawing attention to the
realities of the ‘ghost
workers’ in the city: the
people that labour in the
shadows, performing
essential work that no
one ever sees. 

Global cities at work
Kate Hardy and Jane Wills

The authors of Global Cities at Work at the book launch, from the left Jon May, Kavita Datta, Joanna Herbert, Yara Evans, Cathy McIlwaine and Jane Wills



Dr Murray Gray's 2004 book, Geodiversity:
valuing and conserving abiotic nature (John
Wiley ISBN 0-470-84896-0) is being
translated into Korean and published by the
Purengil Book Co. The English version of
the book has had an international impact
and has led to Dr Gray being invited to
lecture at conferences around the world,
including USA, Canada, Norway, Poland,
Romania, Serbia, the Netherlands, Portugal
and Malaysia. He is currently working on a
second edition due for publication in the
next few years.

Current research in Geography at QMUL (cont)
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Big in South Korea 
Dr Murray Gray

This diversity is of value in many ways.
Three may be mentioned here. 

• Geodiversity has been exploited by
humans ever since they lived in caves
and turned stones into tools and
weapons. Nowadays most of the
materials in our towns and cities have
been derived from the physical Earth –
stone, steel, cement, concrete, asphalt,
glass, brick, tiles, plaster and gravel all
come from the Earth and it is the diversity
of these materials that has allowed

range of environments previously
existing. This is the surviving geological
heritage of the Earth. For example,
research on this heritage shows that
Britain has experienced everything from
tropical swamps to arid deserts to
glaciations, and it is important that the
geological evidence for discovering this
history is conserved.

This takes us onto the issue of
geoconservation which is especially
important given the continuous threats to,

and losses of,
the physical
elements
described
above,
particularly in
the developing
world. Some of
the Earth's
mineral
resources, like
oil, are starting
to run out – the
equivalent of
biological

extinction – and other human actions are
eroding the geological heritage of the
planet. Vulnerable sites include fossil
localities stripped bare by commercial
collectors without any thought to proper
scientific recording. Other sites such as
caves are very sensitive to damage by
visitors, while unsustainable farming
practices can damage soils. There is
therefore a need for conservation of the
geodiversity of the planet, so that the
resources, physical habitats and evidence
for reconstructing Earth history are
available to future generations.

Murray Gray is Reader Emeritus 
in Geography at QMUL
http://www.geog.qmul.ac.uk/staff/
graym.html

A limestone pavement in the Yorkshire Dales
National Park

A limestone pavement in the Yorkshire
Dales National Park. These are
important for both geodiversity and
biodiversity, but many were dug up in
the 1960s & 70s to provide weathered
limestone for sale in garden centres. 

"Biodiversity" has become a well-known
concept applying to the variety of living
nature. But nature also comprises non-
living elements that also have a huge
variety. So "Geodiversity" is the name
applying to the diversity of rocks,
minerals, fossils, landforms, soils,
physical processes and other abiotic
elements of Planet Earth. 

technological advances to be made.
Modern society simply could not
function without the diversity of
mineral resources. For example, a
mobile phone comprises over 10
different geological materials.

• The changing geodiversity of physical
environments over geological time has
been largely responsible for the
evolution of the planet's biodiversity
through the adaptation of species to
their environments. Today we can see
the importance of the diversity of
altitude, aspect, topography,
hydrology, soil type, water salinity,
etc. in influencing the distribution of
plant and animal species.

• We are able to reconstruct the
geological history of Planet Earth in
considerable detail by examining,
analysing and interpreting the great
diversity of rocks, sediments, fossils
and landforms left behind in the wide

The 100 best remaining
UK examples are now
protected by Limestone
Pavement Orders

/geography/staff/graym.html


Unique new Masters degree in Community
Organising 
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A new MA programme in Community
Organising – based in the Department 
of Geography at QMUL and unavailable
anywhere else in the UK – is designed to give
students the opportunity to develop the same
set of skills. 

Students taking the new MA will be
guaranteed an opportunity to work on a
placement as an organiser with London
Citizens, the broad-based alliance that has
pioneered a range of community-based
initiatives including the London Living Wage,
now benefiting thousands of low paid
Londoners, CitySafe Havens designed to
foster community safety, and the demand for
an earned regularisation to turn Strangers
into Citizens, as well as laying the ground for
a Community Land Trust as part of a People’s
Olympics in 2012. From its launch in east
London in 1996, London Citizens has gone
from strength-to-strength with 150 faith,
labour, educational and community groups
now in membership, working together for the
common good.

Developed through a long-standing
relationship between the Department of
Geography at Queen Mary, University of
London and Citizens UK – the organisation

behind the successful alliances that
comprise London Citizens together with
Citizens for Sanctuary and fledgling
organisations in Milton Keynes and Oxford –
the new MA programme is designed to
provide graduates with the opportunity to
study and gain the practical experience
needed to develop a successful career in
community organising or in a related field
such as teaching, local development, local
government, religious organisations, the
voluntary sector, social movements and
political campaigning. The growing
international network of community
organisations in Australia, the USA and
Germany, as well as the UK, also provides a
significant number of career opportunities. 

Students graduating with an MA in
Community Organising from the University 
of London will benefit from academic study
while also completing five months hands-on
experience as a community organiser with
London Citizens. All successful candidates
will graduate with a higher degree from a
world-class University as well as a reference
from Citizens UK. 

The programme will involve students taking
three compulsory modules and completing 
a 15,000 word dissertation. The curriculum
will include studying questions of the
common good, citizenship, democracy,
political participation, contemporary political
economy and the Abrahamic faith traditions.
Students will be assessed via coursework
that includes making a video, doing a
presentation, producing a campaign report,
reflecting on practice, academic essay
writing and the dissertation.

We warmly invite students from all over the
world and hope that this MA will stimulate
new organising initiatives in new locations. 

More information is available via the
Departmental website, see:
http://www.geog.qmul.ac.uk/admissions/pos
tgraduate/humangeography/index.html 

Any enquiries should be directed to
Professor Jane Wills, j.wills@qmul.ac.uk

The national and international significance of
the programme is revealed in a recent piece
in The Guardian: see
http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2010/mar
/24/communities-policy

From Community Organiser to President …
A new Masters in Community Organising to be launched in September 2010

Effie Fotaki Fishing My East End

Barack Obama’s
experience as a
community organizer 
in Chicago during his
twenties provided
him with the training,
skills and
experience that
proved pivotal to his
successful
presidential
campaign in 2009. 

/geography/admissions/postgraduate/humangeography/index.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2010/mar/24/communities-policy


The London Olympics
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What legacy will be left for East London post 2012? 
Jane Wills and David Pinder

The issue of affordable housing was then taken
up by three undergraduate students from the
Geography Department who talked about their
research to explore the housing needs of
people in Tower Hamlets and the effort to
secure a Community Land Trust (CLT) on the
St Clements Hospital site. A CLT takes the land
out of the price of property and has been a way
to develop privately owned but affordable
housing in many cities across the USA.
London Citizens are trying to secure the St
Clements site as a pilot for a large scheme on
the Olympic Park, and our second year
students spent a semester gathering data to
help this campaign. Zaineb Farooq, Joe
Follows and Sital Thanki described the
research they had conducted with Central
Foundation Girls School in Bow and St Mary’s
Church, Cable Street, and the shocking levels
of overcrowding they found. 

Toby Smith Lea Valley My East End

Other speakers included Lord Andrew
Mawson, OBE, founder and president of the
renowned Bromley by Bow Centre in east
London; Samantha Sifah of the Olympic Park
Legacy Company; and Nick Edwards, co-
founder of Fundamental, which facilitates and
encourages youth engagement in the built
environment.

Dr Bob Colenutt, head of research at the
Institute for Urban Affairs at the University of
Northampton, concluded by questioning the
rosy picture presented by some other speakers
and highlighting the challenges of securing
any ethical guarantees. Drawing on his earlier
experiences as a campaigner and community
planner in the London Docklands during the
1980s, he emphasised the importance of
addressing land values and ownership through
initiatives such as community land trusts if the
interests of people are to be secured above
those of profit-driven developers. Sharp
questions about potential future developments
were also posed by members of the audience,
with a lively discussion rounding off the
evening.

Jane Wills is Professor of Geography and David
Pinder Reader in Geography at QMUL

In December 2009, a number of staff from the
Geography Department were involved in an
event to discuss the Olympic legacy and its
potential to transform east London from one 
of the most deprived areas of the UK into an
urban regeneration success story. Organised
by the City Centre within the Department of
Geography in association with the London
Development Agency and the Olympic Park
Legacy Company, this event was part of a series
of Legacy Lectures taking place across Higher
Education establishments in London in the
build up to 2012.

Under the theme of The people’s legacy,
speakers were asked to draw on the lessons of
previous regeneration initiatives, such as the
London Docklands, and explore the potential
for 2012 to set a new standard in social,
economic and political legacy.

It is now widely accepted that London’s bid 
was successful, in part, because of the legacy
that was promised. Indeed, an agreement 
was made with London Citizens
(http://www.londoncitizens.org.uk/) for an
ethical Olympics including a number of
people’s guarantees such as training and
affordable housing for local people, as well 
as living wage jobs. 

One of the speakers at the event was Gregory
Nicholls, a former student at St Angela’s and 
St Bonaventure’s sixth-form in Newham – 
and lead member of London Citizens, the
community pressure group behind the living
wage campaign. He told the audience about
his involvement in the fight to secure an ethical
Olympics. 

Once the games have
finished, communities
will need to redouble
their efforts to monitor
what happens to the
Olympic Park, its land
and buildings, and
whether it brings
benefits to the people of
east London. We will not
be in a position to judge
the legacy of the event
for a couple of decades
– or more!



My East End
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The centrepiece is a high-profile, open
photography competition to judged by a
panel of experts including: renowned
Magnum photographer, Martin Parr; Kate
Edwards, Picture Editor at Guardian
Weekend Magazine; Steven Berkoff, actor,
writer and director; and the East End
author Gilda O’Neill.

Related events will include workshops,
exhibitions, history study days, school
sessions, a talks programme and free
places on photography courses.

My East End runs through to summer
2010, with the competition closing on 
30 April and an Awards ceremony on 1
July 2010 at which winning and
commended images will be announced
and then showcased at dedicated
exhibitions taking place at the Geffrye
Museum and Four Corners, as well as 
on the My East End website. 

My East End also includes:

• Talks programme: Bishopsgate
Institute’s popular historical talks
programme will feature a series of talks
exploring photography in East London. 

• Short courses: A series of free one-day
courses looking at photography and oral
history, and their role in local history
run by Birkbeck College. 

• Community and school group workshops:
A series of workshops using archive
photographs to inspire people to take
their own contemporary photos. 

• Exhibitions: The competition winners
and project work will be showcased at
exhibitions at Four Corners and the
Geffrye Museum in Summer 2010.

My East End is 
an exciting new
photography initiative
which invites Londoners
to document and
celebrate the rich
heritage of London’s
East End: its people,
cultures, domestic and
built environments, and
open spaces.

Tessa Watt
Press Officer, My East End, Four Corners
0208 981 6111 /
tessa@fourcornersfilm.co.uk 
OR

Alis Templeton
Marketing and Communications 
Manager, Bishopsgate Institute
020 7392 9205 /
alis.templeton@bishopsgate.org.uk

Rose, Golden Heart My East End

eDoG is edited by Roger Lee
(r.lee@qmul.ac.uk) and Ed Oliver
(e.s.oliver@qmul.ac.uk). Please contact
Ed or Roger with any comments,
suggestions and, best of all, copy with
lots of picture.

For more information contact:


