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Barack Obama’s experience as a
community organiser in Chicago
during his twenties provided him
with the training, skills and
experience that proved pivotal to his
successful presidential campaign in
2009. This new MA programme —
unavailable anywhere else in the UK
—is designed to give students the
opportunity to develop the same set
of skills.

Why study Community
Organising at Queen Mary?

The MA in Community Organising guarantees
students the opportunity to work on a placement
as an organiser with London Citizens, the broad-
based alliance that has pioneered the London
living wage, now benefiting thousands of low
paid Londoners; CitySafe Havens to foster
community safety; the demand for an earned
regularisation to turn Strangers into Citizens;
and laid the ground for a Community Land

Trust as part of a People’s Olympics in 2012.

Developed through a long-standing relationship
between the School of Geography at Queen
Mary, University of London and Citizens UK this
new programme is designed to provide
graduates with the opportunity to study and
gain the practical experience needed to develop
a successful career in community organising or
a related field. This includes teaching, local
development, local government, religious
organisations, the voluntary sector, social

movements and political campaigning. The
growing international network of community
organisations in Australia, the USA and
Germany, as well as the UK, also provides a
significant number of career opportunities.

Students graduating with an MA in Community
Organising from the University of London will
benefit from academic study while also
completing five months hands-on experience
as a community organiser with London Citizens.
All successful candidates will graduate with a
higher degree from a world-class university as
well as a reference from Citizens UK.

We warmly invite students from all over the
world and hope that this MA will stimulate
new organising initiatives in new locations.

Programme structure

You will complete three compulsory modules
assessed via coursework and a 15,000 word
dissertation as outlined below.

1 The theory and history of community organising
This module introduces the philosophical

and theoretical assumptions of community
organising, covering the most important
achievements in the United States and

Britain over the past 80 years.

You will cover topics such as Aristotelian notions
of the common good, the importance of
leadership, theories of power, Catholic Social
Teaching, urban sociology and the limits of the
market. In the second part of the module the
lessons of history are explored through studying
the work of community organisers in Chicago,
London, New York, Rochester and San Antonio.

2 Community organising in practice

This module is taught through a combination
of seminars over six months and a placement
with Citizens UK that will last five months and
demand up to 10 hours a week (200 hours in
total) working as a community organiser.

The seminars will provide a deeper
understanding of the context in which
community organisers work, exploring the
nature of contemporary citizenship, popular
(dis)engagement with democracy, the structures
of local politics and urban governance in the
UK. Students will also learn about the processes
of leadership development, relationship-
building, the evaluation and running of
campaigns. More detailed explication of the
links between community organising and the
labour movement, Judaism, Christianity and
Islam will comprise the final part of the module.

3 Research methodologies

You will attend weekly seminars covering
research approaches, methods, ethics, project
design, implementation and dissemination in
preparation for completing your dissertation.
These seminars include qualitative research
methods including questionnaire design,
interviewing, action research, participation
and ethnography.

4 Dissertation

You will complete a 15,000 word dissertation
on a topic related to community organising.
This can be either (1) a humanities-style thesis
that scrutinises key ideas in relation to their
deployment by broad-based community
organisations (including the use of secondary
data, and if appropriate, some original empirical
material); or (2) a social sciences-style thesis
that sets out to answer a number of research
questions pertinent to the work of broad-based

community organisations through the
acquisition of original research data; or (3)

an action research project that is based on a
collective project with members of a community
organisation whereby the group focuses on a
particular topic and devises their own methods
for collecting data with the support and
assistance of the student. In this case, students
will write up the action research work that was
undertaken and reflect on the experience as
well as the results.

Student teaching and support

The programme convenor, Professor Jane Wills
(School of Geography, Queen Mary, University
of London), will teach modules one and two
with Dr Maurice Glasman (Faith and Citizenship
programme, London Metropolitan University).

You will be assigned an academic supervisor
from the School of Geography at Queen Mary,
University of London. Your supervisor will
provide guidance and advice on your
dissertation research. Students will meet

at least six times from January through to
June in order to ensure that their work is

on track for completion.

You will be part of the growing body of graduate
students in the School of Geography as well as
members of the Graduate School at Queen
Mary, University of London. As such,

you will be invited to attend weekly research
seminars held in the School of Geography and
occasional research frameworks sessions held
to discuss research with top-level academic
researchers. You will also be entitled to attend
the training, support and development
opportunities provided by the Graduate School.



